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CHRISTIAN CALENDAR 2026-2027

EVENT
Thanksgiving Day
*Advent Season

DAIE

November 26, 2026
Sunday, November 29—
Wednesday, December 24, 2026

(*A period to reflect and prepare for the celebration of Jesus birth)

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Watch Night/New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
*Lenten Season

Thursday, December 24, 2026
Friday, December 25, 2026
Thursday, December 31, 2026
Friday, January 1, 2027
Monday, January 18, 2027
January 18-25, 2027
Wednesday, February 10, 2027-
Saturday, March 25, 2027

(*A period to reflect on Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection)

Palm Sunday

Good Friday

Easter (Resurrection) Sunday
National Day of Prayer
Mother’s Day

Father’s Day
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Sunday, March 21, 2027
March 26, 2027

Sunday, March 28, 2027
Thursday, May 6, 2027
Sunday, May 9, 2027
Sunday, June 20, 2027



PREFACE

‘The Townsend Press Powerful Preaching Pointers for Pastors and Ministers is a production of the
Sunday School Publishing Board, Nashville, Tennessee. It is presented to you with the hope that it will
enhance your Sunday school, Christian education ministry, and congregation’s biblical understanding.

The Powerful Preaching Pointers are designed to provide the pastor with literary aids to correlate
the “preaching moment” with the “teaching moment.” Persons attending Sunday school would come to
appreciate better the insights provided and the additional illumination coming from the Word of God.
The fifty-two Powerful Preaching Pointers were developed by pastors who have an ongoing preaching
ministry and can visualize how the dynamism of preaching is inextricably connected to the vitality of
teaching.

The format of the Townsend Press Powerful Preaching Pointers for Pastors and Ministers consists of a
Calendar of Events that is inclusive of the days of significance in the Christian community. Also included
are eight (8) Sermonic Starters for Special Days—beginning with the Thanksgiving season in November
and ending with Father’s Day in June.

While the autonomy of the individual soul before God is affirmed, we believe that biblical truths
find their highest expression within the community of believers whose corporate experiences serve as
monitors to preserve the integrity of the Christian faith. As such, the Word of God must be understood
and embodied in the concrete realities of daily life. This allows the Word of God to intersect meaning-
fully with those realities of life. This, in essence, is the continuing intent of the Townsend Press Powerful
Preaching Pointers for Pastors and Ministers.

As a publishing ministry, we stand firm in our commitment to Christian growth—to the end that
lives will be transformed through personal and group interaction with the Word of God. The challenge
issued by the apostle Paul continues to be relevant to our faith journey and our relationships in the

faith community: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15, NKJV).
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List of Curriculum Resources
The Sunday School Publishing Board produces the following Curriculum Resources:

Sunday School Literature ADULT MATERIALS
*  Bible Studies for Adults [also available in Large Print Edition]
*  Bible Studies for Young Adults (Ages 18-34)
*  Adult Teacher’s Guide—A Leadership Resource for Adult Bible Study
(For Teachers of Adults and Young Adults)
e Baptist Layman

YOUTH MATERIALS
*  Bible Studies for High School Students
*  Bible Studies for Middle School Students
*  Youth Teacher’s Guide—For Middle School and High School Students

CHILDREN’S MATERIALS
* Bible Studies, Upper Elementary (Grades 4-0)
*  Activity Book, Upper Elementary (Grades 4-0)
* Bible Studies, Middle Elementary (Grades 2-3)
*  Activity Book, Middle Elementary (Grades 2-3)
* Bible Studies, Early Elementary (Grades K-1)
* Bible Studies, Preschool (Ages 3-4)
e Picture Lesson Cards (Toddlers to Twos)
e Teacher’s Guide for Older Children (Grades 2—6)
*  Teacher’s Guide for Younger Children (Toddlers to Grade 1)

DISCIPLESHIP RESOURCES
S.E.E.D. (Spiritual Elements Essential for Discipleship)—Series of Ten. Each series consists of the
following publications:
» Life Sustainers (Ages 55 and Above)
»  Life Planters (Ages 36-54)
*  Deeper Roots (Ages 18-35)
*  Growing in Grace (Ages 12-17)
*  Growing in Christ (Ages 11 and Under)
*  Two Teacher’s Guides:
(a) Teacher’s Guide for Deeper Roots, Life Planters, and Life Sustainers
(b) Teacher’s Guide for Growing in Christ and Growing in Grace
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Living the Baptist Faith Bible Studies Series
Small-group Member Books:

Living the Baptist Faith for Adults (Ages 35 and Above)

Living the Baptist Faith for Young Adults (Ages 18-34)

Living the Baptist Faith for High School Students (Grades 10-12)
Living the Baptist Faith for Middle School Students (Grades 7-9)
Living the Baptist Faith for Older Children (Grades 4-6)

Living the Baptist Faith for Younger Children (Grades 1-3)
Small-group Leader’s Guides:

Leader’s Guide for Young Adults and Adults

Leader’s Guide for Middle School and High School Students
Leader’s Guide for Younger and Older Children

ANNUAL RESOURCES

Vacation Bible School (VBS)

Townsend Press Sunday School Commentary

The Flashlight Concise Commentary

Townsend Press Powerful Preaching Pointers for Pastors and Ministers
Townsend Press Targeted Teaching Tips for Sunday School Teachers
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September 6, 2026

Don’t Forget God’s Promises

Sermon Outline
Sunday School Lesson Topic:

Renewing Our Commitments Introduction

Sunday School Lesson Scripture Text: No matter where we were b:)rn or v.vhat our struggles
Joshua 1:1-11 have been, we can rely on God’s promises. There are no

days so dark that God’s promises cannot bring light and
hope, reminding us that God is in control. Tragedies and
sorrow can sometimes impose moments of uncertainty in

Key Scriptural Passage:
Joshua 1:5-9

our lives, but God knows how to move us to a place of
assurance. In this passage, the Israelites had just finished
mourning for thirty days at the death of Moses after forty years of wandering in the wilderness.

As we attempt to impress upon our minds hope, salvation, and God’s promises, we discover the
significance of Joshua’s name, meaning “Jehovah the Savior.” God reaffirms in this text Joshua’s need
to trust the history of God’s past performance and to hold fast to His promises. Let’s visit four things
Joshua was urged to recognize: God cannot and will not fail; don’t get sidetracked; saturate your life
with God’s Word; and be secure in His presence.

Points

1. God Cannot and Will Not Fail (verses 5-6)
Israel’s past reveals that those who were skilled fighters did not have faith to go in on God’s
promise and declaration that the land was already theirs. The failure to go into the Promised
Land was on them. This is the second time at the Jordan looking at the promise. What is so
significant is that in all their wandering, God never stopped providing for them and meeting
their needs. He supplied water from the rock, manna from heaven, quail for meat, pillar of
cloud by day and of fire by night! Even where there was sorrow at Moses’s death, God urged
Joshua to let go of the past because “I promise you what I promised Moses” (verse 3, NLT).
The Lord said, “For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you”

(verses 5b-c, NLT).

2. Don’t Get Sidetracked (verse 7)
It is easy to get distracted or sidetracked if we see our challenges through human eyes, when
our enemy has a size advantage or greater numbers. However, God spoke to Joshua with strong
words of assurance—“No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live” (verse 5,
NLT); “Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them”
(verse 7b, NLT). We must remember that the basis of our embracing God’s promises is our
undaunted faith. God never promises us that we will have a problem-free journey, or that our
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opponents won't be greater in number or bigger in size. We must remain focused and hold
onto what God has promised. Many distractions and detours in life can inevitably sidetrack
us. We need to be daily reminded to keep our eyes on the One who can “keep us from falling.”

3. Saturate Your Life with God’s Word (verse 8)
One of the great flaws and weaknesses of our local churches is that believers choose to make
prayer and the study of God’s word optional. God did not give Joshua a choice. He said, “Study
this Book of Instruction continually” (verse 8a, NLT). It is certain that the more we take in
God’s Word, the more it assures provision and success. Joshua was urged to be preoccupied
with God’s Word. God had foreordained that Moses rehearsed it in Joshua’s hearing, shaping
his conduct.

How can we saturate our lives with God’s Word? We can do so by daily reading His Word,
meditating on it, and allowing it to sink into our consciousness and subconsciousness. There
are times when we may read a passage of Scripture, and a clear message may come through.
Then, when we read it a second time, we discover that a second clear message comes through.
That is a clear sign that we need to become thoroughly saturated with the Word.

4. Be Secure with His Presence (verse 9)

Our God is not inconsistent. He tells Joshua three times, “Be strong and courageous” (Joshua
1:6, 7, 9). Twice, He promises His presence (1:5, 9). As He promised Moses and Joshua, we
also have the assurance of His promised presence. It does not matter how strong the opposition
is or how great its numbers are. God wants to occupy sanctified space in our character that
produces godly determination. God stabilizes and fortifies the areas in our lives where we are
prone to fail.

What does it really mean to be secure with God’s presence? Being secure with His presence
means living from the deep assurance that God is not simply near you but with you in a way
that calms your mind, moors your emotions, and strengthens your steps.

Conclusion

We know that without faith it is impossible to please God. We must trust Him and obey. “Never
Alone,” that familiar hymn of the church, affirms God’s presence.
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September 13, 2026

Look Where He Brought Us From

Sermon Outline

Sunday School Lesson Topic:

Family Legacies Introduction

One of the tragedies that plagues believers today is our
failure to remember where the Lord has brought us from!
In this text, it was evident that the Lord made and kept
His promises to Israel. Crossing the river of Jordan was an
extremely stirring experience. It brought back memories of
the Red Sea crossing. At the Jordan, God was leading them
across while it was overflowing. The conditions for crossing
were not favorable, yet Joshua instructed the priest bearing
the ark of the covenant to forge ahead. The number of people crossing was over two million. Most of the
previous generation that crossed the Red Sea died in the wilderness. They have just come out of those
wasted, dreadful, wilderness years of unbelief, disobedience, and rebellion against God. Now they’ve
crossed Jordan, and God now gives Joshua the assignment of establishing memorials and worship. They
were not to forget the faithfulness of God, faith in God, and a future testimony of faith.

Sunday School Lesson Scripture Text:
Joshua 4:14-24

Key Scriptural Passage:
Joshua 4:21-24

Points

1. Faithfulness of God (verses 21-22)

God instructed Joshua to teach this generation to articulate their God-given testimony. In verse
16, the Ark is called by another name: the “ark of the testimony” (Exodus 25:16, 22; 26:33-
34). God’s faithfulness is an eternal fact for all of God’s people. After the weary wandering
years in the desert, this was a welcome conclusion in the Promised Land. This movement had
reflections of the movements out of Egyptian bondage with Pharaoh in pursuit. God provided
divine leadership in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Here in the Jordan
crossing, it was the priest bearing the ark of the covenant. The Ark represented all the covenant
promises that God made. God is faithful to every promise He has given us in this life. He was
faithful through the Red Sea crossing, faithful through the desert wanderings, and faithful
through Jordan’s crossing. He has never and will never forsake His own. God will faithfully
fulfill His promises!

2. Faithin God (verse 23)
Joshua completely trusted God and believed every word He promised. God gave Joshua and
the Israelites the words for their testimony. Our testimony is with God and already prepared.
As mentioned in verse 23 (NLT), “The Lorp your God dried up the river right before your eyes,
and kept it dry until you were all were across.” We can trust God to handle our floods of troubles,
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