Lesson 3

September 20, 2026 The Fighting Is Over

Lesson Scripture: Joshua 11:16-23

Key Verse: Joshua took the entire land, just as
the Lorp had directed Moses, and he gave it as an
inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divi-
sions. Then the land had rest from war. (Joshua 11:23)

> Activity 1 <

Fix That Phrase!

Oops! There seems to be a word out of place in each of the sentences below. Read through
the sentences and/or phrases below (which are pulled from today’s Scripture passage). See
if you can find the misplaced word and move it to where it belongs in the statement. Put
a circle around the misplaced word and then draw a line to where it should go. (You may
use your NIV Bible.)

(Example: Then land had rest from war. [Should read: Then the land had rest from war.])

1. At that time Joshua went and the Anakites from the hill destroyed country.
2. Only Gaza, Gath and in Ashdod did any survive.

3. Joshua waged against all these kings for a long war time.

4. It was the Lord who hardened their hearts to wage war himself against Israel.
5. He captured their kings and put them all to death.

6. He gave it as an inheritance to their Israel according to tribal divisions.
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Make It Appear!

For this puzzle, you are to cross out every third letter (starting with the one circled) in order
to reveal a hidden message related to today’s lesson. You are then to write the remaining
letters on the lines below to complete the message. (Hint: You will only be able to read the
message forward or backward.)
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Lesson 4

September 27, 2026 Rahab—an Unlikely Ally

Lesson Scriptures: Joshua 2:8-13; 6:16-17

Key Verse: [Rahab said,] “Now then, please swear
to me by the Lorp that you will show kindness to
my family, because | have shown kindness to you.”
(Joshua 2:12a)

> Activity 1 <

Give and Take

Complete this activity by either “giving” a letter to or “taking” one away from the high-
lighted word (from today’s Scripture passage) in order to change the word to what is being
described. The letters of the word will not need to be rearranged to make the change; just
add or take away the letter at the beginning, at the end, or somewhere in the middle of
the word. (You may even discover another word from today’s lesson when done.) One has
been completed as an example.

Letter Added or New Word

Taken Away
1. Give this to LAY and watch the fun begin.
2. Take this from SURE and someone mightdo thistoyou.
3. Take this from SAID and hope it won’t make you this. I SAD

4. Take this from HEARD and observe as hearing be-
comes this.

5. Give this to OUR and hope it turns out sweet, not this.

6. Give this to ALL and it will stand this.

7. Take this from SPIES and they may have a delicious
ending.
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True or False?

Read each statement about today’s lesson and mark (on the line before the sentence)
whether it is T for true, or F for false. Then, on the lines below, rewrite any false statements
to make them true.

1. Joshua said that only Rahab and all who were with her in her house
would be spared.

2. The fifth time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast,
Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LorD has given you
the city!”

3. Before the spies laid down for the night, Rahab went up in the tree and
spoke to them.

4. Rahab said, “All who live in this country are melting in fear because of
you (the spies).”

5. Rahab wanted Joshua to swear by God that Joshua would show kind-
ness to her family.

6. Joshua said that the city and all that was in it were to be devoted to
the priests.
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Additional Activity 2

Plug itin

Plug each letter of the alphabet into the puzzle be-
low (in the shaded middle column). Each letter will
be used only once, and the words they help spell
out can be found in the lesson 13 Scripture passage
(2 Samuel 5:1-12). Cross off each letter as you use it.
(Hint: You may find that some letters may fit more
than one word, but each has its specific spot in order
for the entire puzzle to work—so choose wisely.
One has been filled in to get you started.)
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LESSON 1 LESSON 4
Activity 1
Decoded Verse: Be strong and courageous, because you will lead
these people to inherit the land | swore to their ancestors to give
them. (verse 6)

Activity 1

Answers: (1) The letter P was added to LAY to make PLAY; (2) The
letter R was taken from SURE to make SUE; (3) The letter | was taken
from SAID to make SAD; (4) The letter E was taken from HEARD to
make HARD; (5) The letter S was added to OUR to make SOUR;
(6) The letter T was added to ALL to make TALL; (7) The letter S was
taken from SPIES to make PIES. (Note that the given/taken letters
spell out PRIESTS when read down.)

Activity 2
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Activity 2

Answers: (1) T; (2) F (The seventh time around, when the priests
sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout!
For the Lord has given you the city!”); (3) F (Before the spies laid
down for the night, Rahab went up on the roof and spoke to
them.); (4) T; (5) T; (6) F (Joshua said that the city and all that was
in it were to be devotedto the Lord.)
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LESSON 2
Activity 1
Answers: (1) parents; (2) Jordan; (3) sight; (4) Israelites; (5) stones;
(6) exalted; (7) crossed

LESSON 5
Activity 1

The boxes, reading down, spell out PRIESTS. Answers: (1)F; Q) E;(3) A; ()R (5)5: (6) B (7) R; (8) Vi (O) B

Completed Message: We are to fear God and serve Him with all

Aetivity2 faithfulness.
Activity 2
Answers:
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Decoded Message: “|F SERVING THE LORD SEEMS UNDESIRABLE
TO YOU, THEN CHOOSE FOR YOURSELVES THIS DAY WHOM YOU
WILL SERVE, WHETHER THE GODS YOUR ANCESTORS SERVED
BEYOND THE EUPHRATES, OR THE GODS OF THE AMORITES, IN
WHOSE LAND YOU ARE LIVING. BUT AS FOR ME AND MY
HOUSEHOLD, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD.”

Fixed Phrases: (1) At that time Joshua went and destroyed
the Anakites from the hill country. (2) Only in Gaza, Gath and
Ashdod did any survive. (3) Joshua waged war against all these
kings for a long time. (4) It was the Lord himself who hardened
their hearts to wage war against Israel. (5) He captured all their
kings and put them to death. (6) He gave it as an inheritance to
Israel according to their tribal divisions.

LESSON 6
Activity 1
Bible story retellings will vary. Assist any students who need help
with their summaries.

Activity 2
Decoded Message: Joshua took the full land, as God directed.

g Activity 2
[} = 25 Answers: Part A—(1) servant; (2) various; (3) enemies; (4) resist;
0 & - T / (5) anger; (6) able; (7) distress; Part C—The Israelites did what
5T 9 Hfi@_ = was evil in God’s sight.
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LESSON 7 LESSON 12
Activity 1
Answers: (1) boa (M); (2) duh (E); (3) ten (S); (4) year (S); (5) gain (A);

(6) lone (G); (7) gar (E)

Activity 1
Answers: (1) SAMUEL; (2) PRESENCE; (3) BROTHERS; (4) ARRIVED;
(5) STANDS; (6) HEIGHT; (7) SPIRIT; (8) CHOSEN; (9) YOUNGEST

Completed Message: Ehud went back to Eglon and said to him, Key Word: ANOINTING
“Your Majesty, | have a secret message for you.” Activity 2

Words to Be Circled: LORD (God, Almighty, Alpha and Omega,
Beginning and End, Yahweh, and Father are all other names for
Lord); HIS (Hers, Yours, Mine, Ours, Theirs, and Its are all possessive
pronouns like His); HEIGHT (Speed, Girth, Width, Length, Mass, and
Weight are all things that can be measured like Height); MET (Set,
Bet, Debt, Wet, Let, and Net all rhyme with Met); YOU (Me, Our, He,
It, They, and She are all pronouns like You); HEART (Brain, Kidney,
Liver, Eye, Foot, and Ear are all parts of the body like the Heart);
EAR (Organ, Brain, Heart, Foot, Arm, and Leg are all parts of the
body like the Ear).

Activity 2
Answers: (1) REACHING; (2) SECRET; (3) ISRAEL; (4) PLUNGED;
(5) BENJAMITE; (6) TRIBUTE; (7) SUBJECT; (8) IMAGES

LESSON 8

Activity 1

Answers: (1) mother (moth + oar); (2) Micah (mic + uh); (3) silver (seal
+ V + ear); (4) idol (eye + doll); (5) ephod (EF + odd); (6) hundred
(honey - E + dread)

Completed Message: When Samuel arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do
you come in peace?” The Lorp said to Samuel, “Do not consider
his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him. ... People
look at the outward appearance, but the Lorp looks at the heart.”

Activity 2
Re-creations will vary.

LESSON 9

Activity 1

Decoded Message: “Samuel!lam about to do something in Israel that LESSON 13

will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle.” Activity 1
Words that Should Be Crossed Out: Row 1—City, State, Village,
Activity 2 Island, Country (words that indicate locations of populations);
(] [3c] Row 2—Ruler, President, Monarch, Queen (words for people
belevle alplefof fwlefale] who lead); Row 3—Powerful, Mighty, Strong, Brawny, Hefty
(SlelRIVIAIN]T]) [L]a]w]e] (words that describe people/things that have power); Row 4—
M T[N[1]s[T[E[R[E][D Anointed, Consecrated, Set Apart, Dedicated (terms for being
G . 5T5] [ committed); Row 5—Marched, Stomped, Skipped, Walked,
N i | Jumped (actions done by the legs/feet); Row 6—Tribe, Club,
ss[alujulele] Clique, Sorority, Gang (words that indicate certain groups
FI[N[c[L]E of people); Row 7—Here, Fear, Near, Mere, Peer (words that
rhyme with each other).
LESSON 10
Activity 1 Decoded Message: David was thirty years old when he be-
Retellings and drawings will vary. came king.
Activity 2

Activity 2 Answers: (1) CAMPAIGNS; (2) JERUSALEM; (3) REIGNED;

(4) STONEMASONS; (5) COVENANT; (6) ALMIGHTY; (7) ESTAB-
LISHED; (8) RESIDENCE

Additional Activity 1
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Completed Statement: “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the
army has suffered heavy losses.”

LESSON 11

Activity 1
Expressions of worship will vary.

Activity 2

Decoded Verse: “If you are returning to the Lorp with all your hearts,
then rid yourselves of foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit
yourselves to the Lorp and serve him only, and he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines.” (verse 3)

Additional Activity 2
These are the words in order (reading down): conquers; forty;
enemies; flesh; built; reigned; tribes; lame; years; ward; months;
fortress; attack; palace; Hebron; blind; captured; blood; people;
envoys; Jebusite; carpenters; Tyre; king; Zion; exalted.

32 Upper Elementary Activity Book





